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Experiment

Novelty

Hypothesis

Result 

• Expt1: Imagining helping events in a strong spatial context would increase one’s willingness to help.
• Expt2: A larger sample size provided the opportunity to test whether episodic simulation could be used to

facilitate prosocial response while taking into account individual differences in empathic and prosocial
personality traits.

• Expt3: Whether episodic simulation’s effect on willingness to help observed in Experiments 1 and 2 would
translate into actual prosocial behavior.
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• Proposing A new model that begins to capture the multifaceted mechanisms by which episodic simulation
contributes to prosocial decision-making, highlighting boundaries and promising future directions to explore.
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Does the way that we experience the surrounding environment and episodic details of a helping event
also inform our willingness to engage in the helping behavior in the first place?

• Expt1: Series of 21 brief stories describing everyday events featuring a person in need of help. imagine
helping the person in need in the future in a familiar/unfamiliar location /to consider the writing style and
media source of the story of need + Surveys.

• Expt2: Similar analytic approach from Expt1 with larger sample size + empathic/prosocial personality tests.
• Expt3: Similar design and analytic approach to Expt 1&2 including a measure that enabled participants to

make economic decisions of how much money to keep or give to people in need.

• People are more willing to help others in specific situations after imagining helping them in those situations.
• Manipulations of the imagined helping episode increased actual prosocial behavior, which also correlated

with changes in reported willingness to help.
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